Medicine :P. thonningii is used medicinally in many Afri-
can countries to treat wounds, ulcers, gastric/heart pain,
gingivitis and as an antipyretic. In Tanzania and Zimba-
bwe, a cough remedy is prepared from the root bark.
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Erosion control: This deep rooting species can be em-
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Soil improver: Produces considerable amounts of litter.
Use of the leaf litter as mulch enhances soil fertility how-
ever P. thonningii leaves decompose slowly.
Ornamental: Its showy white flowers can be aesthetically
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Intercropping: A good tree that can be grown with An-

_ , nona, Grewia and Combretum spp. Competes very little
lelwood in considerable amounts, with maize if left in fields and pollarded to reduce shade.
ing its shrubby habit and multi- Other services: The pods are used as a soap substitute.
The ashes can also be used in soap making.
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Botanical name :

Piliostigma means cap-shaped, re-
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vas given after the Danish botanist
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Leaves: alternate, simple, large, leathery, 2 lobed, up
to 12cm long and almost as broad. Heavily veined
and somewhat rusty-hairy below

Flowers: Floral parts with 5 white to pink petals, pen-
dulous, unisexual with male and female usually on sep-
arate trees; Fertile stamens 10 in male flowers, reduced
to staminodes in female flowers. Female flowers with
stigma sessile on the ovary. Flowering occurs from

Fruits and Seed of P Thonningii
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Fruits and Seed: P. thonningii fruits :
22x7 cm woody, thick with rusty-brow
wear off as the pods mature. The pod
reaching maturity but fall to the groun
decay or are broken up from June-Sej
Seeds are variously shaped (fig Jand
when the pods fall and decay. (Jun-Se

Habitat and Distribution:

Common in open woodland and wood
commoner at medium to low altitudes
soil type, but heavy clayey soils or me
are preferred. Piliostigma thonningii is
ondary and gallery forest. It is often le
fields and it rapidly colonises abandor

Propagation

Natural regeneration, direct sowing, a
seedlings or root suckers can be usec
The number of seeds per kilogram is 7
Seed collection should be done soon
turn brown, to prevent insect attack. A
drying is also important, in order to pr
cay. The seeds are difficult to extract.
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stored for several years in cool, dry, ir
tions. Seeds usually germinate 5-10 d
ing. Seed pre-treatments such as was
water for up to 24 hours, hot water tre
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